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Practical Grades 3. Percussion Syllabus from 2020

Scale and arpeggio patterns

The examples below clarify patterns found in this syllabus. The full requirements for Tuned 
Percussion and Percussion (Combined) at each grade are listed on the relevant syllabus pages. 
See also pages 19–19.

SCALES ARPEGGIOS
one octave (and similarly, two octaves) one octave (and similarly, two octaves)
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CHROMATIC SCALES
one octave (and similarly, two octaves)
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DOMINANT SEVENTHS (resolving on tonic) DIMINISHED SEVENTH
one octave (and similarly, two octaves) one octave (and similarly, two octaves)
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SCALES IN THIRDS
two octaves
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SCALES IN OCTAVES SCALES IN SIXTHS 
one octave one octave
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BROKEN CHORDS
two octaves
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SCALES IN BROKEN THIRDS
two octaves
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CHROMATIC SCALES IN MINOR THIRDS
two octaves
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CHROMATIC SCALES IN BROKEN MINOR THIRDS
two octaves
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WHOLE-TONE SCALES
two octaves
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Scale and arpeggio speeds
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The following speeds are given as a general guide:
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